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XII. An Account of feveral Earthquakes felt in Wales. J5y 
Thomas Pennant, Ef%, F. R. S.Jn a Letter to Sir Jofeph 
Banks, P. R. S. 


Read January 25, 1781* 


DEAR SIR, Downing, 

Dec. 12, i^Br# 

I T is very lingular, that in three days after my return home 
I fhould be reminded of mypromife by a repetition of the 
Very phenomenon on which I had engaged to write to you : 
for on Saturday laft, between four and five in the evening, we 
were alarmed with twoIhocks of an earthquake; a flight one, 
immediately followed by another very violent. It feemed to 
come from the north-eaft, and was preceded by the ufual noife; 
at prefeat I cannot trace it farther than Holywell. 

The earthquake preceding this was on the 29th of Au- 
guft laft, about a quarter before nine in the morning. I 
was fore-warned of it by a rumbling noife not Unlike the 
coming of a great waggon into my court-yard. Two Shocks 
immediately followed, which were ftrong enough to terrify us* 
They came from the north-weft; were felt in Anglefea, at Caer¬ 
narvon, Llanrwft, in the ifle of Clwyd fouth of Denbigh, at 
this houfe, and in Holywell; but I could not difcover that 
their force' extended any farther. 

The next in this retrograde way of enumerating thefe phe¬ 
nomena was on the 8th of September 1775, about a quarter 
Vol, LXXL C c before 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 
Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London. 

www.jstor.org 








194 Mr. pennant’s Account of feveral Earthquakes. 
before ten at night, the noife was fuch as preceded the former; 
and the fhock fo violent as to fhake the bottles and glaffes on 
the tabic round which myfelf and fome company were fitting. 
This feemed to come from the eaft. I fee in the Gentleman’s 
Magazine of that year, that this fhock extended to Shropfhire, 
and quite to Bath, and to Swanfea in South Wales. 

The earliefl earthquake I remember here was on the 10th of 
April 1750. It has the honour of being recorded in thePhilo- 
fophical Tranfaflions, therefore I fhall not trouble you with 
the repetition of what I have faid. 

Permit me to obferve, that I live near a mineral country, in 
a fit nation between lead mines and coal mines; in a fort of 
neutral trafl, about a mile diftant from the fir ft, and half a 
mile from the laft. On the ftricteft inquiry I cannot difcover 
that the miners or colliers were ever fenfible of the fhocks 
under ground : nor have they ever perceived, when the fhocks 
in queftion have happened, any falls of the loofe and fhattery 
ftrata, in which the laft efpecially work; yet, at the fame 
time, the earthquakes have had violence fufficient to terrify 
the inhabitants of the furface. Neither were thefe local; for, 
excepting the firft, all may be traced to very remote parts. The 
weather was remarkably ftill at the time of every earthquake 
I have felt. 


I remain, with true regard, &c. 



